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1. GENERAL  

1.1  AIMS OF THE BRITISH OPEN HANG GLIDING SERIES 

1.1.1 To provide a flexible national competition environment for British hang glider 
pilots. 
 

1.1.2 To select Series champions who have proved their superiority in British flying 
conditions. 

 

1.1.3 To provide a pool of pilots from which entrants to the national championships 
may be selected. 
 

1.1.4 To provide a safe and fair competition in which to encourage a spirit of 
sportsmanship between pilots. 
 

1.2 PREAMBLE  

1.2.1 This booklet is intended for use by pilots and officials in the British Open Hang 
Gliding Series (BOS).  Please familiarise yourself with the contents as this will lead to 
better results for pilots and easier, more succinct briefings. 
 

1.2.2 The rules for the series are based upon those in use for the national hang gliding 
championship which in turn are based upon Section 7A of the FAI Sporting Code.  
Within the Series these regulations are intended to provide a framework for a safe and fair 
competition. They cover problems which have arisen to date but situations are bound to 
occur which are not strictly covered by the rules.  In dealing with new situations due 
regard shall be paid to precedent, safety and a fair results. 
 

1.2.3 The Hang Gliding Competitions Panel (the Panel) reserves the right to amend the 
rules as it sees fit in the interest of fair competition. 
 

1.2.4 All references to pilots by gender in these rules (e.g. his/her, he/she) shall be taken 
to refer equally to pilots of either gender. 
 

1.2.5 All rules, definitions and interpretations shall apply to all classes of hang glider 
except where otherwise indicated. 
 
1.3 COMPOSITION OF THE SERIES 

1.3.1 The Series will consist of several separate competitions in any one year. The 
aggregate of scores accumulated over the separate competitions, or as many of such 
scores as shall be determined annually by the Panel, will determine the British Series 
Champion, the British Women's Series Champion and British Class 5 Series Champion.  
The same number of aggregated scores will also determine the final ranking of all pilots.  
For the 2008 season each pilot’s best six scores will be counted. 
 
1.3.2 The maximum number of pilots which may take part in each round of the series 
shall be decided by the Hang Gliding Competitions Panel annually.  Limits will usually 
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be 70 pilots for the British Open and 60 pilots for each of the other rounds.  The number 
of guest places for foreign pilots will be at the Panel's discretion. 
 

1.3.3 The top 25 ranked pilots from the previous year’s Series will have priority for 
entry to each round providing they apply by the deadline set by the Competitions Panel. 
 
1.3.4 Pilots may compete on either Class 1 or Class 5 hang gliders.  Providing there are 
a minimum of five pilots competing in a Class trophies will be awarded to that class.   
 
1.4 PRINCIPAL COMMITTEES AND OFFICIALS  

1.4.1 HANG GLIDING COMPETITIONS PANEL - responsible to the BHPA Executive who 
hold ultimate responsibility for appointments to the Panel. A list of current Panel 
members and their responsibilities is included in this booklet. 
 

1.4.2 TASK COMMITTEE (TC) - a maximum of three pilots selected by the Competitions 
Panel Chairman or the Meet Director from a pool of suitable pilots; he should make every 
effort to include a knowledgeable local pilot.  Responsible for setting the day's task 
subject to ratification by the Head of the Safety Committee. 
 

1.4.3 SAFETY COMMITTEE (SC) - the Safety Committee is responsible to and appointed 
by the Competitions Panel. It will have 5 members and these should be selected to give a 
broad range of experience in competition flying. Temporary members of the SC may be 
appointed if permanent members are unavailable. No person shall be a member of both 
the TC and the SC. 
 

1.4.4 COMPETITIONS PANEL CHAIRMAN  - responsible to the Panel and BHPA Executive.  
Appointed by the Chairman of the BHPA Competitions Committee. 
 

1.4.5 VICE CHAIRMAN  - appointed by the Panel. 
 

1.4.6 SECRETARY - responsible for the minutes of Panel meetings and the co-ordination 
of the Panel. Appointed by the Panel 
 

1.4.7 MEET DIRECTOR - responsible for the running of Competitions within the series.  
He is responsible to and appointed by the Panel. He is responsible for stopping or 
suspending a task if conditions become dangerous and the Safety Committee is not 
available and should always have a radio tuned to the safety frequency. 
 

1.4.8 TREASURER - responsible to the Panel and BHPA Executive. Appointed by the 
Panel. 
 

1.4.9 COMPETITION LOCAL ORGANISER - responsible for the organisation of sites, 
accommodation and the efficient setting up of a competition. Works with the Meet 
Director and responsible to and appointed by the Competitions Panel. 
 

1.4.10 APPEALS CHAIRMAN  - the independent arbiter in any dispute and an automatic 
party to any decisions taken; charged with selecting two non-competing members to form 
a panel and achieve a consensus with them over any dispute. Appointed by the Panel 
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Chairman; the Appeals Chairman should not normally change once a competition has 
begun. 
 

1.4.11 MARSHAL(S) - responsible to the Meet Director and the Panel for a fair and 
impartial judgments in assessing tasks. Appointed by the Organiser in consultation with 
the Meet Director. 
 

1.4.12 SAFETY OFFICER - head of the Safety Committee, ensures all necessary 
accident/incident reports are submitted to the BHPA Office. Reports to the Panel on any 
adverse trends in competition safety.  Appointed by the Panel. 
 
1.4.13 METEOROLOGICAL OFFICER - responsible for collating the best available weather 
forecast and ensuring this is briefed to competitors before the task is set. This information 
must also be available to the TC, SC and MD. 
 

1.4.14 PANEL SELECTION - at the annual planning meeting, members of the Competitions 
Panel are considered for their continuing service for the following year by the rest of the 
Panel. Any pilot wishing to be considered for a place on the Panel should put themselves 
forward to the Panel Chairman by 30 September. 
 

1.4.14 PANEL VACANCIES - in the event of vacancies occurring for positions within the 
organisation the Panel will announce this to the nationals pilots and endeavour to fill 
them with persons with suitable qualifications. 

 

1.5 ELIGIBILITY  

1.5.1 Entry to the Series is open to all BHPA members holding a minimum of Pilot 
rating, either in foot launched hang gliding or in tow launched hang gliding with a hill 
endorsement. 
 

1.5.2 All entrants must be current flying members of the BHPA and, if UK based, 
members of the BHPA club in the area they usually fly. 
 

1.5.3 All applications and subscriptions for the full Series must be received by the date 
announced in Skywings. After that date the full series discount will no longer be 
available.  Subscription cheques may not be post dated and should be made payable to 
"British Hang Gliding Competitions". 
 

1.5.4 If vacancies remain unfilled late applications may be accepted up until the start of 
the first task of each round.  If pilot numbers are still below the maximum allowed the 
Meet Director may allow pilots to compete in tasks upon payment of a suitable fee. 
 

1.5.5 The Competitions Panel reserves the right to refuse entry to a pilot, subject to 
appeal to the BHPA Executive. 
 
1.6 GUEST PILOTS  

1.6.1 At any Series event which is under-subscribed places will be open to foreign 
pilots, at the invitation of the Meet Director. Foreign pilots cannot become British Series 
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Champion.  They will be eligible for the individual competition trophies but not the 
overall Open Series trophies. 
 

1.6.2 All foreign pilots in Open Series competitions must provide proof of 3rd party 
liability insurance to the satisfaction of the Meet Director. 
 

1.6.3 Foreign applicants must hold a minimum pilot rating of Pilot or its equivalent.  
For pilots holding a qualification awarded by another nation’s hang gliding association 
this must be at least equivalent to the international Safepro 4 standard.  An FAI IPPI card 
may be required as proof of this. 
 
1.7 SAFETY  

1.7.1 Personal safety is the personal responsibility of each pilot. The pilot himself has 
the best knowledge of his experience and capabilities and must exercise his own 
judgement as to whether or not conditions are safe for him.  No pilot should assume that, 
because other pilots fly in certain conditions or certain terrain, it must be safe for him to 
also do so. Nor should he abdicate personal responsibility for his personal safety to the 
Safety Committee; its members are not infallible and may not be experiencing the same 
conditions as himself so to reason that because they have not vetoed a task or called for it 
to be stopped then it must be safe to continue could be a potentially serious error of 
judgement. 
 

1.7.2 There are paragraphs elsewhere in these rules concerning particular aspects of 
fitness to fly and suitability and serviceability of equipment but it remains each pilot's 
personal responsibility to ensure that he and ALL parts of his equipment are fully fit for 
flying competition tasks. 
 

1.7.3 The Safety Committee must review each task before it is briefed to competitors. 
 

1.7.4 The SC has full and final authority to veto, suspend or stop any task at any time 
and a simple majority of those present is sufficient for this. The SC members should also 
express any other safety concerns to the MD, through the Head of the SC if he is present, 
but directly if he is not. 
 

1.7.5 The SC must attempt to communicate by radio during tasks as much as possible 
using a common frequency. They should make reasonable efforts to stay in touch with the 
MD throughout the task. Other competitors may also be on the safety channel but must 
not interrupt any safety discussion. 
 

1.7.6 Any decision to stop a task will be communicated to the MD and subsequently 
relayed to other competitors. 
 

1.7.7 The MD should have a radio tuned to the safety frequency throughout each task. 
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1.8 TASK PHILOSOPHY  

1.8.1 To run tasks that will help prepare pilots for the UK national hang gliding 
championships. 
 

1.8.2 The philosophy behind national level competition flying is that the future of hang 
gliding lies in the racing skills of pilots in cross-country flight. Tasks are set on the day of 
the competition and depend on weather and terrain conditions, rather than being set 
months ahead and adhered to even if conditions dictate other tasks would be better tests 
of skill. 
 

1.8.3 Where practicable, all tasks should be either closed circuit, or flights to goal, as 
determined by 1.8.1 above. 
 

1.8.4 Open distance should be declared rarely and is of most use when conditions are 
considered safe but mediocre at best. 
 

1.8.5 An alternative to Open Distance which may be set is a race to any point (the goal) 
beyond a set distance.  This “Race to Anywhere” will enable time points to be earned and 
is more in keeping with Rule 1.8.1 than an Open Distance task. 
 

1.8.6 The aim is that all tasks should be achievable (when set) and ideally 20% of 
competing pilots should reach goal. 
 

1.8.7 Wherever possible, races shall be by elapsed time, though airborne and straight 
race starts may also be used.  GPS logging is the method for checking times and 
validating the course flown. 
 
1.9 PENALTIES  

1.9.1 Where Penalty Codes are shown in this Rule book in bold italic print penalties for 
a first offence shall be awarded as follows:  
 

(a) At the Meet Director’s discretion. 
 

(b) 5% of the winning pilot’s score, up to a maximum of 25 points. 
 

(c) 10% of the winning pilot’s score, up to a maximum of 50 points. 
 

(d) Disqualification. 
 

1.9.2 Where a rule is infringed and no penalty (or range of penalties) is specified in this 
Rule book 1.9.1(a) above shall apply. 
 

1.9.3 Where he has discretion the Meet Director is to ensure equality of treatment and 
give regard to both the severity of the offence and to precedent. 
 
1.10 COMPLAINTS AND PROTESTS 

1.10.1 Any complaint about scoring must be in writing and submitted to the Meet 
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Director or Scorer within 2 hours of provisional scores being posted.  Complaints about 
other aspects of the competition must also be in writing and submitted within 2 hours of 
the decision or event giving rise to the complaint. 
 

1.10.2 If the complaint is not dealt with to the satisfaction of the complainant he may 
submit a protest. 
 

1.10.3 Protests must be made in writing and handed with a £10 bond to the Competitions 
Panel Chairman who will appoint a Jury President;  the President will appoint a further 
two jury members.  
 

1.10.4 If the protest is about scoring it must be made within 2 hours of the official scores 
being posted, other protests must normally be made on the same day as the incident under 
protest. The Meet Director or Competitions Panel Chairman may allow an extension of 
this period where appropriate. 
 

1.10.5 The Jury President must make a judgement, with his panel, on the day the protest 
is heard. The protesting pilot should have his score recorded but set aside, pending the 
result of the protest. 
 

1.10.6 If the protest is lost, the pilot forfeits the £10 bond which will go to competition 
funds. If the protest succeeds, the pilot recovers the bond. 
 

1.10.7 The result of the protest must be given in writing to the Meet Director who will 
inform the protesting pilot and the Competitions Panel Chairman. 
 

1.10.8 The Meet Director may appeal to the Competitions Panel if he believes the Jury 
has made a decision which is outside it's remit or contrary to the rules published in this 
document. 
 

1.10.9 Guidance on protest procedures and submissions is given at Appendix G. 
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2. FLYING RULES 

2.1   GENERAL  

2.1.1 INFRINGEMENT OF FLYING RULES - Codes of guidance on standard penalties for 
infringements are shown after the rule in bold italics (See Section 1.9 for details). 
 

2.1.2 RETROACTIVE RULES - There will be no retroactive rules. 
        

2.1.3 LOCAL RULES - Local rules take precedent over this rule book. 
 

2.1.4 RESPONSIBILITY - A pilot accepts sole responsibility for his decision to fly any task. 
 

2.1.5 FITNESS TO FLY  - A pilot must be fit and able to fly without endangering himself or 
other pilots.                                              (d) 
 

2.1.6 AIRWORTHINESS - Every hang glider used in the series must be airworthy. It must 
also have either a Certificate of Airworthiness recognised by the BHPA or be registered 
with the BHPA as a prototype. All other equipment must be of a suitable standard and 
comply with any existing BHPA standards.                          (d) 
 

2.1.7 DAMAGE - A hang glider is deemed to be damaged if it requires any part replaced 
to ensure airworthiness. 
 

2.1.8 REPAIRS - A hang glider may be repaired as a result of damage provided its 
material characteristics are not altered.                      (d) 
 

2.1.9 HANG GLIDERS - All pilots must fly gliders appropriate to the Class entered. FAI 
Class definitions will be applied.  Once a pilot elects to fly a particular glider in a 
competition, he must use the same glider throughout the competition unless he receives 
specific dispensation from the Meet Director.                    (d) 
 

2.1.10 TASK DETAILS - Details of each task will be displayed on the task board at or near 
launch. It is each pilot's responsibility to ensure that he has checked the task board before 
launching for any last minute changes. 
 

2.1.11 TASK BOARD - Task details promulgated on the task board are considered to be 
rules for that task. 
 

2.1.12 LAUNCH WINDOW - The window will be opened by the Meet Director or a Launch 
Marshal at the set time after the Task Briefing.  It will remain open for the set period 
unless closed by the Safety Committee on safety grounds or by the Meet Director on 
extraordinary grounds; in the event of such closure the MD may authorise a window 
extension. 
 
2.1.13 TIME LIMITS - Pilots must comply with time limits set by the Meet Director.(a - d). 
 

2.1.14 METEOROLOGICAL INFORMATION - Met information and a weather forecast should 
be given by the panel member responsible before each task. 
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2.1.15 VALIDITY  - The task will be valid if it meets the minimum requirements for launch 
and distance i.e. both: 

A.  The launch has remained open for at least thirty consecutive minutes of 
launchable conditions or has remained open for at least one minute of launchable 
conditions per competitor  
or 80% of all pilots (or nearest whole pilot % less) entered in the meet and present, 
have launched successfully  
– whichever is the less. 
B.  The activating distance has been flown by at least one pilot. 

 

2.1.16 STOPPING A TASK - The Safety Committee or the Meet Director may stop a task that 
is in progress if conditions are regarded as unsafe. A task that has been stopped will be 
scored providing a minimum of one hour has elapsed since the first start time taken by a 
competitor or at least one pilot has arrived at goal. 
 

2.1.17 BALLAST - Ballast which is capable of being jettisoned must be of dry loose sand or 
water.                          (d) 
 

2.1.18 MARSHALS - Pilots may not approach Marshals on duty over a disagreement about 
scoring.                        (a) 
 

2.1.19 SPORTING SPIRIT - All pilots are expected to conform to the spirit of the 
competition. Any pilot caught cheating faces expulsion from the series.            (a or d) 
 

2.1.20 REPORTING TO BASE - Pilots are required to telephone the competition base by a set 
time after the task to ensure that all competitors are safely accounted for. In addition all 
competitors must hand in their GPS and report their landing positions and times in person 
at the competition base as soon as practicable after flying a cross country task.   (a - b or c) 
 

2.1.21 LANDING VERIFICATION FORM - must provide a place for each pilot to state whether 
be considered the task to be Safe or Unsafe, plus a score from 1 to 10 to rate the safety of 
the task. These forms are to be available to the Safety Committee. 
 

2.1.22 PARACHUTE &  HELMET -  Each pilot shall wear a protective helmet and carry an 
emergency parachute system on all flights. The parachute must be capable of being deployed 
with either of the pilot’s hands.  As a minimum helmets must conform to EN966.         (d) 
 

2.1.23 WHEELS - When launch is by means of a tow system the glider must be equipped 
with wheels on the base bar except where a trolley is utilised to support the glider on the 
ground.                       (d) 
 

2.1.24 GROUND SIGNALS - when used the following signals will be displayed in the take-
off area and must be obeyed as soon as is safely possible:                   (a) 
 

 DAYGLO X Task is cancelled or suspended (e.g. conditions getting dangerous or 
rescue helicopter arriving).  Land safely ASAP. 

 DAYGLO  T Pilots in the air to top land ASAP (e.g. task to be changed). 
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 DAYGLO  L Start gate 90 degree sector marker. 
 
2.1.25 PILOT NUMBERS - these will be allocated to championship pilots by the Organiser.  
 
2.2 FLYING THE TASK 

2.2.1 CLOUD FLYING  - Cloud flying is prohibited and proven cases of cloud flying will be 
penalised                       (d) 
 

2.2.2 ASSISTED FLYING  - Dual flying is not permitted and no engines may be used in 
flying tasks.                         (d) 
 

2.2.3 LAUNCH ORDER - Pilots must take off in the correct take off order (if any is 
stipulated) to score.             (a - d) 
 

2.2.4 PUSHING - A pilot who believes that his launch is being unreasonably impeded may 
"Push" to hasten clearance of the launch point.  When a "Push" is initiated all pilots in 
front of the "Pushing" pilot will have one minute of launchable conditions each to clear the 
launch point. A pilot who initiates a "Push" and fails to launch within one minute of 
reaching the launch point shall be disqualified from that task.                         (a) 
 

2.2.5 AIRSPACE AND TASKS - Pilots are to observe airspace restrictions as defined in air 
law but the Meet Director may impose additional requirements or restrictions.          (d) 
 

2.2.6 REFUSAL TO FLY  - If a pilot refuses to fly, solely on the grounds that conditions are, 
in his opinion, too dangerous, he should appeal to the Meet Director. If the Meet Director 
considers that launchable conditions exist the pilot must comply with the order and timings 
for that task, or withdraw from the task.                                  (d) 
 

2.2.7 LANDING - A pilot will be deemed to have landed at the first point of contact with 
the ground by either the pilot or the glider. 
 

2.2.8 GOAL LINES - Where a task finishes with the crossing of a goal line, the crossing 
will be deemed successful when the nose of the glider crosses the line without a landing 
taking place. 
 

2.2.10 PILOT REPORTING - It is each pilot's responsibility to correctly complete a Flight 
Verification Form, including any safety comments. If a pilot is unsure of his landing 
position he should consult the scorer or other pilots to check this.                      (a - b or c) 
 

2.2.11 RIGHT HAND 360'S - These are obligatory whilst flying in an area 1000 ft vertically 
and 1 km horizontally from take off or within such other boundaries as the Meet Director 
shall specify at the Task Briefing.         (c – d) 
 

2.2.12 RADIOS – Radio receivers may be used by competing pilots and are mandatory for 
members of the SC. 
 

2.2.13  DISQUALIFICATION - In the event of a DSQ being given to a pilot for an attempt at a 
task, the DSQ applies to every attempt at that task, even if the DSQ was given for a second 
or later attempt. 
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2.2.14 REFLIGHTS - Pilots are permitted more than one attempt at the task, subject to the 
rules laid down for that task. If a pilot chooses to make a second attempt at a task that is 
the flight that will be scored. 
 

2.2.15 ASSISTING INJURED PILOTS – A competitor who lands specifically to assist an 
injured pilot should not be disadvantaged by this action.  However any points awarded in 
compensation are at the discretion of the Competition Director who should take all the 
circumstances into consideration before awarding them. 
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3.  SCORING &  RESULTS 

3.1 SOFTWARE  

3.1.1 Scoring Programme. The latest version of the FAI scoring programme Race, in 
conjunction with a current version of CompeGPS flight verification software will be used 
to score all series flights.  
 

3.1.2 SCORING FORMULAE.  The FAI approved GAP 2002 formula will be used 
throughout the Series for cross country tasks.  Head counts of pilots for launch validation 
purposes apply only to those entered  in that round and present at launch. 
 

3.1.3 CHANGES.  All pilots competing in the championships will be informed in writing 
of any changes to these formulae at the start of the round to which they apply. 
 
3.2 CROSS COUNTRY TASKS 
 

3.2.1 MEASUREMENT OF DISTANCES: 
 

(a) Scoring distance will normally be measured from the launch point. 
 

(b) All distances will be measured via any turn points included in the course 
 

(c) For pilots landing before goal, Scoring Distance for that flight is 
calculated by measuring from the landing position to the next turn point. This 
distance is subtracted from the distance of that turn point from the previous one. 
 

(d) For a pilot landing in an open distance section Scoring Distance for that 
section is measured from the start of that section to his landing position. 
 

(e) Activating Distance is the Scoring Distance that one pilot must exceed 
so that all pilots may start to score. 
 

(f) Minimum Distance is the Scoring Distance all pilots who do not achieve 
this distance will be scored to if they launch during the task launch window.  This 
distance will remain the same throughout each round of the competition. 
 

3.2.2 MEASUREMENT OF TIMES.  This will be by GPS logging for Cross Country tasks 
but may be stipulated otherwise at the briefing for other types of task. Rules for GPS 
verification are at Appendix A. 
 
3.2.3 PROOF OF START TIME.  Where no time is recorded in sector at the start gate (or 
start of speed section) but another form of evidence complying with the rules is available 
to show the pilot was in sector within the start window times, distance points only may be 
awarded for that flight or he may be given the start window opening time as his start time.  
In the latter case his score will be adjusted to ensure he receives no early bird bonus. 
 

3.2.4 VALIDATION OF COURSE FLOWN.  Unless stated otherwise by the Meet Director 
GPS logging will be the only method used. GPS verification rules are at Appendix A. 
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3.2.5 SCORING OF STOPPED TASKS.  When a task is stopped and subsequently scored 
(R2.1.16), each pilot's score will be determined from his GPS track log position at the 
time the task was stopped except that, where the SC has been consulted in flight, all pilots 
shall be scored from their position 10 minutes before the task is stopped 
 
3.3 FINITE TASKS 
 

3.3.1 SMALL FINITE TASKS.  Each task will carry a maximum Score of 100 points. 
 

3.3.2 POOL FLYING .  Finite tasks may be flown in pools of 5 championship pilots plus 
guests as appropriate.  In pool tasks guest pilots will be spread out throughout the pools. 
The pools will be determined by the standing of the pilots in the current championship 
table at the end of the previous day.  A random choice will be made for the first pool to 
fly and the first pilot within the pool. Pools will then continue in rotation, the flight order 
within the pools remaining the same. 
 

3.3.3 POOL SCORING.  The winner of each pool will score the maximum flight score. 
The other members of the pool will be awarded points according to the formula: 
 

(a) DURATION:  Pilot Score = Max Score x 2
TimeMax 
TimePilot 

�
�

�
�
�

�  

                          

(b) RACE:   Pilots Score = Max Score  x 2
TimePilot 
TimeMin 

�
�

�
�
�

�  

            

(c)        Example: 100 point finite pool task 
 

  Pilots time (sec) 120  100  90   75   60   50 
  Score if duration 100    69  56   39   25   17 
  Score if race    17    25  31   44   69 100 
 
3.4 MAXIMUM TASK SCORES 
 

For all individual meets in the Series the full results as produced by the latest version of 
the Race scoring programme will count. For the year British Open Series results no task 
shall score more than 500 points; where the winner’s score is higher than this all scores 
will be reduced proportionately by dividing the individual pilot score by the highest pilot 
score and multiplying by 500. 
 

3.5 PUBLICATION OF RESULTS 
 

3.4.1 Results will be published and displayed at the end of each task and each round of 
the championship and will subsequently be published on the Hang Gliding Competitions 
website. 
 

3.4.2  Results of the complete series will also be published annually on the website.



British Open Hang Gliding Series 2008 

Appendix 4.2-1 

4. INTERPRETATION – RULES & PRECEDENTS 

4.1 SECTION 1 
 

4.1.1 AGGREGATE OF SCORES, (R1.3.1).  Each pilot’s best six task scores will be 
counted for the 2008 season. 
 

4.1.2 RACE TO ANYWHERE, (R1.8.5).  This task consists of a race from a specified start 
point to any point a minimum of a specified distance away, in any direction 
 

4.1.3 PROTESTS, (R1.10.3). 
 

(a) In the event that the Panel Chairman is unavailable an appealing pilot may 
hand his appeal to the Meet Director. 

 

(b) An "incident" in this context includes a ruling or publication of a penalty. 
 

4.2 SECTION 2 
 

4.2.1 LOCAL RULES, (R2.1.3). Individual competitions may, for various reasons, have 
local rules. These rules will either be announced at the briefing, written on the task board, 
or/and published on the pilots notice board at the competition base - they will operate for 
the duration of the competition concerned. These local rules will be effective immediately 
they are announced/published and may cover any aspect of the competition. They will 
take precedence over the rules published in the rule book. Local rules may be introduced 
at the discretion of the Meet Director, to be ratified by the Panel when time permits. 
 

4.2.2 RESPONSIBILITY, (R2.1.4). Neither Championship Officers, the Hang Gliding 
Competition Panel nor the BHPA can be held responsible for the consequences of any 
pilot's decision  to fly a particular task. The pilot himself has the best knowledge of his 
experience and capabilities and must exercise his own judgement as to whether or not 
conditions are safe for him.  No pilot should assume that, because a task has been set and 
other pilots fly in certain conditions or certain terrain, it must be safe for him to also do 
so. Nor should he abdicate personal responsibility for his own safety to the Safety 
Committee; its members are not infallible and may not be experiencing the same 
conditions as himself so to reason that because they have not vetoed a task or called for it 
to be stopped then it must be safe to continue could be a potentially serious error of 
judgement. 
 

4.2.3 FITNESS TO FLY, (R2.1.5). Every competing pilot must have a sound muscular & 
skeletal system. A pilot is responsible for producing a doctor's certificate attesting his 
fitness to fly if, in the Panel's opinion, there is any reason to query his fitness. 
 

4.2.4 AIRWORTHINESS, (R2.1.6). The required badges and placards must be displayed.  
In the European meeting the Meet Director has discretion to accept foreign guests flying 
gliders which comply with their own association's airworthiness standards.  All harnesses 
and other equipment, including helmets, must be airworthy. Gliders and equipment may 
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be checked during competitions and pilots disqualified from all tasks in which they fail to 
meet airworthiness requirements. 
 

4.2.5 HANG GLIDERS, (R2.1.9).  All pilots must fly FAI Class 1 hang gliders except 
those who have entered the Class 5 event, where Class 5 gliders shall be flown. 

14.2.1 CHANGING GLIDERS, (R2.1.9). Pilots may change their glider at the Meet 
Directors discretion;  normally the only reason would be damage or loss of a glider. 
Pilots may change back to their original glider if it is repaired or recovered.  No 
pilot may share a glider. 

 

4.2.7 TASK DETAILS, (R2.1.10). It is each pilot's responsibility to attend the task briefing 
and to have checked the task board for any relevant details that may affect their flying of 
that task. 
 

4.2.8 TASK BOARD, (R2.1.11). All the details written on the task board should be treated 
as rules. Special attention should be paid to timings, photo sectors, airspace and relight 
rules.  Penalties will be imposed for infringements as laid out in the rules - or if not 
covered, at the Meet Director's discretion.  
 

4.2.9 LAUNCH WINDOW, (R2.1.12).  Closure: 
 

(a) Extraordinary grounds are the anticipated arrival of a helicopter, statutory 
authority intervention etc.  In addition the Meet Director may close the Window if 
members of the Safety Committee have already launched and he considers that 
conditions at the launch area have become unsafe. 
 

(b) A decision by a simple majority of the Safety Committee (3 out of 5) will 
be authority for the Meet Director to close the Window. 

 

4.2.10 TIMINGS, (R2.1.13).  Failure to comply with time limits, whether on take-off, 
landing or any other part of the task, may mean the loss of all points for that task. 
 

4.2.11 TIME LIMITS &  LAUNCHABLE CONDITIONS, (R2.1.13, 2.1.15 &  2.2.4).  For the 
purposes of deciding "launchable conditions" the Meet Director, or in his absence the 
Launch Marshal, will maintain a timed total  of what is, in his opinion, reasonably 
launchable.  Pilots are advised to maintain an approximation of this time.  No pilot may 
discuss times with the Director/Marshal except through the Safety Committee.  
 

4.2.12 CLOUD FLYING, (R2.2.1). Pilots must comply with VFR. Gliders must stay visible 
from outside of the cloud, it is not acceptable that the pilot can see down through the 
“wispy bits”.  Flying up the sides of clouds should also be considered a risk. 
 

4.2.13 LAUNCH ORDER, (R2.2.3 &  2.2.4). When an ordered launch is taking place or 
another pilot has “pushed” the pilot at the front of the take off queue has one minute of 
launchable conditions to take off. He will then have to move to the back of the queue or 
lose his flight for that task, depending on the rules for that task.  The procedure is: 
 

(a) When a pilot pushes the Launch Marshal will mark the pilot pushing and 
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the pilot at the back of the queue at the time of the "push". 
 

(b) Each pilot in front of the pushing pilot has one minute of launchable 
conditions to take off.  If he fails to launch within his minute he must immediately 
vacate the launch point and move to the back of that queue, as marked, or to 
another designated launch point. 
 

(c) This procedure will continue until the pushing pilot reaches the front.  He 
then has one minute of launchable conditions to take off or be disqualified. 
 

(d) The pilot who has initiated the "push" is not free to move to another 
launch point while there is another pilot in the queue for the original Take Off. 
 

4.2.14 AIRSPACE, (R2.2.5).  
 

(a) Task setting will try to avoid restricted areas, but pilots are responsible for 
ensuring that they have the appropriate maps to enable them to both fly the task 
and avoid infringing restricted airspace.  It follows that they must make 
themselves fully aware of air law and provide themselves with current Air Charts 
in  advance of each round of the championships.  
 

(b) For UK meets the O.S. Routemaster Series maps are also vital for retrieve 
co-ordination. These could be supported by large scale O.S. maps. 

 

4.2.15 BALLAST (R2.1.17).  Dry loose sand is defined as being of fine consistency with 
granules no larger than 2 mm in diameter.    
 

4.2.16 REFUSAL TO FLY, (R2.2.6). The Meet Director will act as arbiter of launch 
conditions and may use his discretion, if in his opinion conditions become dangerous, to 
close the window.  The window may then be re-opened at his discretion.  In the event of a 
stoppage made in the middle of a pool he may only re-start that pool and count that pool's 
task as valid if the remaining pilots fly in similar air to their pool opponents.  The Meet 
Director may stop flying in mid task if he considers flying to be unsafe.  He may 
subsequently be called upon to justify such decisions to the Competitions Panel.  
 

4.2.17 LANDING, (R2.2.7).  At that time all flying manoeuvres will have ceased and all 
subsequent action will be deemed part of the landing process. 
 

4.2.18 GOAL LINES, (R2.2.8) 
 

(a) The goal line will be deemed as crossed on the far side of the goal line, if 
the line has a width aspect. 
 

(b) To constitute crossing a goal line a pilot must fly across it in the direction 
specified or into the specified goal sector. 

 
 

4.2.19 REPORTING TO BASE, (R2.1.20). Failure to do so delays scoring for all competitors 
and may result in a reduced score or disqualification for the pilot concerned. 
 

4.2.21 PILOT REPORTING, (R2.2.10). Pilots should be able to read OS grid references and 
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latitude and longitude.  Inaccurate flight reporting delays scoring, it is each pilot's 
responsibility to ensure that he completes a Landing Verification Form correctly. 
 

4.2.22 RIGHT HAND 360’S, (R2.2.11). The debate on which direction to turn has been held 
often and the League rule is Right AT ALL TIMES in the defined area. There is no 
discretion allowed in these rules for pilots, only for the Meet Director.  On very weak 
thermal days, if a pilot is low and finds a thermal on his left hand side, the Meet Director 
might not penalise a left hand 360, provided that there is no one else in the vicinity, turns 
do not continue above ridge level and the pilot reverses direction the moment another 
pilot launches or flies to join him. The pilot makes this decision at his own risk. 
 

4.2.23 RE-FLIGHTS, (R2.2.14).  Multiple attempts will only be allowed if the pilot has 
landed within the designated landing area;  this is normally the general top landing area, 
the general bottom landing area and from an upslope landing on the face of the hill.  
Retrieve drivers are obliged to pick up other pilots on the route back to the hill. Where 
cylinder starts are used re-flights may be allowed after landing within that cylinder. 
 

4.2.25 WHEELS, (R2.1.23).  Discs which enclose and are free to revolve around the base 
bar.  These are to be a minimum of 125 mm in diameter and located at each outer section 
of the base bar.  Wheels are to be of sufficiently robust construction to provide the control 
frame with a chance of rolling in the event of an early line break or the glider contacting 
the ground while still on tow.  If the Meet Director is not satisfied with the suitability of a 
particular set of wheels he is to refer to the Safety Committee for a ruling. 
 

4.2.26 STOPPING A TASK, (R2.1.16).  A majority of the SC can decide to stop a task if 
conditions are regarded as unsafe.  If members of the Committee have launched the MD 
will use reasonable attempts to contact them by radio to co-ordinate the SC's 
recommendation.  The MD may abandon the task himself in extraordinary circumstances.  
In the event that a task is abandoned the Meet Director will attempt to contact competitors 
in the air and advise them of this. See Appendix A for scoring a task which has been 
stopped. 
 
4.3      SECTION 3 
 

4.3.1. Minimum Activating Distance, (R3.2.1(e)).  This  distance will default to 15 km if 
not specified at the task briefing. 
 

4.3.2 Minimum Distance (R3.2.1(f)).  To qualify for this a pilot must launch and 
demonstrate controlled flight. 
 

4.3.3. Scoring Formulae, (R3.1.2).  The formulae are based upon the Official FAI 
Scoring Formulae to be used at all FAI Championships for hang gliding. 
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Appendix A –  GPS FLIGHT VERIFICATION 
 
A.1 GENERAL 
 

A1.1. A pilot may use multiple GPS's for verification and backup and may submit 
multiple track-logs to the scorer. The evidence will be chosen so that the pilot’s 
best possible score, from all correctly obtained data, will be taken for flight 
verification. 

 

A.1.2 The verification means must show any start points and turn points claimed in the 
order specified on the day board, and some evidence of landing location. 

 

A.1.3 Pilots are required to correctly set up the operating parameters of their GPS 
instruments. Failure to correctly set up their GPS may lead to penalties being 
applied. 

 
A.2 GPS USE 
 

A.2.1 Pilots must ensure they are using a GPS that is secure and compatible with the 
flight verification software that is being used.  The makes and models that will be 
accepted for flight verification during a competition will be publicised prior to the 
start of the competition.  The name and version number of the flight verification 
software should also be published. 

 
A.3 SECTORS 
 

A.3.1 For GPS verification all sectors may have an extra 0.5% added to allow for 
possible GPS error.  

 
A.3.2 Cylindrical sectors will be used for starts, turn points and goals;  those for turn 

points will generally be 400m radius and starts will be EXIT unless specified 
differently at the task briefing. 

 
A.3.3 Start, Goal or turn point verification.  Where GPS evidence is to be used for flight 

verification physical features on the ground are to be taken as a guide only, 
however competition directors should ensure that the coordinates supplied relate 
as closely as possible to the named feature.  Coordinates supplied will be the Start, 
Turn and Goal Points that the pilot should fly to, except that where manned goals 
are used pilots must cross the physical marked goal line (2.2.7 & 2.2.8). 

 
A4 TRACK LOG 
 

A.4.1 Start, Goal or turn point verification.  The pilot must provide an unambiguous 
track log that shows without doubt that the data was collected: 

 

·  By the pilot of the hang glider on the flight in question. 
·  Of the declared turn point feature from the correct location in the correct 
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sequence. 
·  Between the takeoff and landing. 
·  With all relevant information being present on the track log. 

 

A.4.2 The track log must show for any start, goal or turn point that is claimed for the 
flight, one of the following: 

 

·  A point within the stipulated sector, plus the allowable sector additions for 
possible GPS error. 

·  A pair of consecutive points not more than 30 seconds apart for which a 
straight line drawn from the first point to the second point passes through the 
allowable sector, plus the allowable sector additions for possible GPS error. 

 

A.4.3 Where the point being claimed is a start point (and the task allows the pilot to 
choose their start time) and the track-log has 2 points either side of the start or 
goal line at most 30 seconds apart, then the start time is interpolated from these 
points (constant speed being assumed). Otherwise a start time is taken from the 
last (in time) point within sector of the start point, plus the allowable sector 
additions for possible GPS error. 

 
A.4.4 If a pilot can produce no track log, verification by launch officials of take off 

within the authorised launch window may result in the pilot being scored for 
distance only. 

 

A.4.4 Where the point being claimed is a goal (and the goal line is not manned or the 
task is a “Race to Anywhere” ) and the track-log has 2 points either side of the 
goal line at most 30 seconds apart, then the end time is interpolated from these 
points (constant speed being assumed). Otherwise a finish time is taken from the 
first (in time) point within sector of the goal sector, plus the allowable sector 
additions for possible GPS error. 

 

 
A.5 GENERAL VERIFICATION RULES 
 

A.5.1 Each pilot's track-log must contain sufficient track log points to verify all control 
features of the task that has been set, except that A.4.4 may be applied for a start. 
In the event of doubt about track log validity A.5.4 will apply. 

 

A.5.2 If goal is not achieved, the end of flight may be taken to be the point within the 
track-log closest to the next target (not achieved), or if the task is an open 
distance, the end of flight will be the point within the track-log that gives the pilot 
his/her best position according to the type of open distance being used. The time 
of the track log point chosen as the finish of the flight must be consistent with the 
flight being claimed. 

 

A.5.3 The verification software will confirm that all points used to verify the flight 
occurred at reasonable times i.e. on the correct day, between the start of the task 
and the end of the task, and shows the correct chronology of start and turn points. 
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A.5.4 The competition director has discretion to reject any track-log, or part thereof, if 
he feels it does not show sufficient evidence that the claimed data is genuine. 

 

A.5.5 If a task is stopped, the pilots will still be scored up to the point in time when the 
day was stopped, subject to other task validation factors. The pilots may submit 
their track logs to claim their finish of the flight as being the last valid track-log 
point prior to the task being stopped, or their best position on course prior to the 
task being stopped. No other means of flight verification will be accepted if the 
task is stopped. Pilots who do not present a valid track log will in this case be 
given a landing score according to an agreed procedure, but aerial photographs 
claiming a position over the ground will not be accepted.  Pilots without a valid 
GPS track will be at a disadvantage. 

 

A.5.6 Pilots will be required to correctly fill out a landing form with all relevant flight 
and landing information. Failure to do so may lead to penalties being applied. 
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Appendix B – P ANEL MEMBERS & COMMITTEES 
 
 

 

Panel Member  Responsibilities 
   Kathleen RIGG - Chair, scoring sub-committee, drugs, women's competition 

matters. 
   Trevor BIRKBECK - Vice Chairman.  Safety Committee. 
   Mike STEPHENS - Treasurer. 
   John ALDRIDGE - Meet Director and secretary, rule book production, results.  

Scoring sub-committee, equipment.  
   Mike ARMSTRONG - NOTAMs, trophies. 
      Dave BLUETT - Scoring & flight verification. 
   Nigel BRAY - Meteorology & tasking. 
   Johnny CARR - Class 2 & 5 matters. 
   Will GREENWOOD - Sponsorship, local accommodation details, day prizes. 
   Graham PHIPPS - Introduction of new pilots. 
   Gordon RIGG  Tasking. 
   
 
SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 

Mike ARMSTRONG, Dave MATTHEWS, Craig DOLWIN, Steve GREEN (Head), 
Richard LOVELACE. Others may be appointed if these are not present. 
 
TASK COMMITTEE 
 

John ALDRIDGE, Justin NEEDHAM, Gordon RIGG, Nigel BRAY, local site rep and 
others co-opted as considered necessary. 
 
LONG MYND/MID WALES LOCAL CO-ORDINATOR 
Mark STEWART 
 
WEBSITE 
Phil CHETTLEBURGH 
 
T-SHIRTS 
Hillary SHARP-STEPHENS, Trevor BIRKBECK. 
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Appendix C – P ROTEST PROCEDURE 
 
 

C1. FOR THE APPELLANT  
 

C1.1 You should make it clear what you are protesting against e.g. against a decision 
that you infringed a rule (or rules) or against the penalty awarded for that 
infringement (10% points, DSQ etc). 

 

C1.2 It may be that you wish to protest both e.g. "I protest against the decision that I 
infringed Rule ##.  In addition I believe the penalty awarded to be too severe if I 
had infringed that rule". 

 

C1.3 It is possible to protest against a decision concerning another pilot only if that 
decision or the associated penalty affects your own position or score. 

 

C1.4 If you are protesting against more than one thing you should keep your reasons, 
explanations etc. separate so as to assist the Jury. 

 

C1.5 For each element of your protest you should state (where applicable): 
 

(a) The reason you believe the decision or penalty is wrong (quoting Rule 
numbers if they support your case).  E.g. it may be that the penalty is at variance 
with the guidance given in the rule book or that you believe another pilot has been 
treated differently in similar circumstances. 
 

(b) Any witnesses you believe will support your version of events. 
 

(c) Any mitigating factors. 
 

C1.6 Where possible you should submit written evidence from any supporting 
witnesses with your protest. 

 
C.2 FOR THE JURY PRESIDENT 
 

C2.1 First check that the protest has been received within the time specified in Sect 1.9. 
  
C2.2 You should consider the matters under protest solely in the light of the rules and 

guidance contained in this rule book.  After all, the other pilots are obeying the 
rules as they are published. 

 

C2.3 You should consider each element of a protest separately.  It is possible that one 
element may be sustainable and another misconceived. 

 

C2.4 You may not set aside a ruling or penalty which is not the subject of a protest i.e. 
if the protest is only against the ruling or judgement you may not alter the penalty 
given and if the appeal is only against the penalty you may not set aside the 
judgement. 
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C2.5 Where a protest is against a decision or penalty imposed by the Meet Director (as 
most inevitably will be) you should invite him to justify his actions, either 
verbally or in a writing for consideration by the Jury. 

 

C2.6 You should examine the clarity of the rule which has been infringed and comment 
upon this if you feel this to be necessary. 

 

C2.7 You should ensure that the penalty given is in line with, firstly the guidance in the 
rule book and secondly with precedent.  Also that there has been equal treatment 
in the awarding of penalties. 

 

C2.8 You should set out in writing your judgement on each element of the protest, 
making clear whether each is accepted or rejected, giving your reasons for your 
decisions and, in cases where a protest is upheld, stating what should be done to 
right the matter.  These should be signed and dated by all members of the Jury. 

 

C2.9 You should hand your written judgement, together with the original protest 
documents to the Competitions Panel Chairman. 

 


